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 Activities undertaken by CCP staff include:

• 	 Conducted site visits of 15 stone quarries 
in 10 states, including quarriers and fabricators 
of marble, granite, and limestone. These visits 
and interviews with quarry managers were 
subsequently used to inform the development of 
an appropriate data collection instrument.
• 	 Developed, tested, and distributed a Natural 
Stone Sustainability Benchmark Survey to over 
1,300 quarry and processing facilities covering 
both quarry and stone processing operations.  
Coordinated several survey support mechanisms, 
such as a web-based survey FAQ and follow-up 
requests from NSC-member trade associations.
• 	 Created and implemented a corrective action 
plan designed to both increase the number of 
survey responses and improve the overall quality 
of individual responses. 
• 	 Designed an interactive database to store 
submitted industry data and to facilitate the 
analysis required to create the life-cycle datasets.
• 	 Organized a communications subcommittee 
to emphasize and focus on developing effective 
outreach materials and efforts to the key 

audiences, including the green building industry. 
This committee identi�ed several immediate 
priorities to develop, including brochures, topical 
presentations on sustainability, and other items.
• 	 Revised already existing NSC materials (e.g., 
CES presentation for AIA continuing education 
units) to re�ect the current emphasis of the NSC 
to Sustainability, authored two articles, a Stone 
Expo session proposal, and a brochure on stone 
and sustainability.  
• 	 Provided staff research support for emerging 
industry issues, such as radon, at the request of 
the Sustainability Committee.
• 	 Updated the Advisory Committee on research 
to date, and solicited feedback on drivers, trends, 
and issues important for product selection in 
their design and speci�cations processes. Their 
recommendations were incorporated into the plan 
for Year 2 research and deliverables.

Although the number of companies responding 
was limited, the overall quality of the data 
was exceptional.  The thoroughness and detail 
provided by respondents demonstrates support 
for the sustainability goals and efforts of the 

NSC.  In addition, suf�cient data were submitted 
to characterize limestone, granite, and sandstone 
quarrying and production.  Data for marble 
production is still being sought due to the limited 
number of quarries in the U.S.  CCP staff is in 
communication with the remaining marble quarries 
and expect to supplement the marble data soon.     
	 UT will begin compiling the datasets early 
in June.  The �nal datasets will quantify the 
environmental costs, bene�ts, and impacts 
associated with stone production operations and 
will be used in upcoming work and by the industry 
to inform the development of management 
and operational strategies to promote overall 
improvement.

BSI is a proud Member of the 
Natural Stone Council
 

Genuine Stone™ logo is a registered trademark of 
the NSC.

DEsiGNER EdUCATiON SERiEs EVENT OpTiONs
	 The accompanying chart is a visual tool which can help sort the bene�ts and costs of using 
one format over another.   Regardless of the format used, there are a number of AIA guidelines 
that need to be met if you want to offer credit through the AIA.  Any company wishing to offer any 
of these types of company-sponsored DES events should contact Connie Kitzinger, BSI Director of 
Education and Events, (847) 695-0170.

* Hosting company has to option to charge participants to attend the event in order to recoup costs.

	 The latest proposed ASTM thin wall adhered veneer speci�cation has 
not been posted for ballot yet.  So with nothing happening on that front at 
this time, I would like to dedicate this month’s column to one of the more 
frequently asked questions. 
	 The conversation usually starts something like this “I have a patio with 
bluestone (limestone, sandstone…) paving.  There is a lot of water coming 
up through the paving and causing white blotchy stains.”  So far so good; 
I can now con�dently tell the client that the staining is ef�orescence.  The 
water is dissolving salts from the ground below and carrying them through the 
porous stone.  The water then evaporates as it reaches the surface, leaving 
the salts behind.  The salts left behind constitute the stain that is showing 
on the surface of the paving.  Usually these types of stains can be cleaned 
fairly easily.  If the source of the water is found and stopped (or dries up on 
its own if, as is often the case it was caused by rain during construction), the 
ef�orescence will usually just fade away on it’s own from normal weathering.  
An alternative is rinsing it with hose-pressure water, which will generally 
remove it.
	 Usually, then comes the million dollar question:  “Do you think it’s a 
good idea to put a sealer on the stone to keep this from happening?”  Now 
I am thinking “NO!  RUN AWAY!” while I try to maintain my composure to 
answer the question.  “Well, it’s probably not a good idea to put a sealer on 
the stone.” I will say, then “The water below will still carry salts to the surface 
but there will be nowhere for them to go and if the sealer inhibits the natural 
breathability of the stone, which many of them do, eventually you will start to 
see half dollar size spalls on the surface from the build up under the sealer.”  
Water contacting the face of the stone does not cause this problem—water 
that absorbs through the bottom of the stone does.
	 Now, the coup de grâce as the caller says:  “We already did.”  How do 
you undo a sealer application?  All that is left is the slight possibility that the 

sealer can be ground off by re�nishing the paving in place.  It will be expensive 
and messy.  Usually an eighth of an inch minimum is required to remove the 
sealer and re�nish back down to solid stone.  In most cases the risk of in�icting 
permanent damage to the stone will far outweigh the potential gains to be 
realized from removing the sealer.
	 There is not much you can do to prevent ef�orescence after the stone 
is installed.  The real secret is a proper installation in the �rst place with 
vapor barriers to prevent the travel of the water vapor through the stone.  
The absolute best place for a vapor barrier is under the concrete slab.  This 
stops the water from ever reaching the stone and still allows for a good bond 
between the concrete and the pavers.  Once the slab is poured, there is no 
good place for a vapor barrier.  I have heard of epoxy coatings being used to 
seal the top of the slab and still providing for good adhesion of the stone and 
mortar, but those coatings are expensive to the point of being cost prohibitive.  
Dampproo�ng materials, which is recommended for some stones, will also 
isolate the stone from the ground water including which gathers after the slab 
is poured.  The right product, properly installed, will prevent ef�orescence.  
Alkali staining is a similar process only with different chemistry and can also 
be prevented by proper vapor barrier.
	 A contractor I know says “Anything is possible; it just takes more time 
and costs more money.”   Ef�orescence in paving is a real problem that is not 
easy to �x.  Once the installation is complete, the owners are very reluctant 
to take all of the paving up again and the slab to install a vapor barrier.  It 
costs too much time and too much money.  Some owners will even give up 
and concede that they can live with the staining. Again, if the water source 
is removed, the stain will usually fade through natural processes. We need 
to get the word out.  Every paving installation should have a vapor barrier 
beneath the concrete slab.  It is a small up front cost that can prevent big 
problems later on.

PAViNG iN A WET ENViRONMENT
Bryon Imhoff, BSI Technical Consultant

Type Lunch and Learn 

Components Powerpoint Presentation

Responsibility BSI member company

Bene�ts Portable,  can produce for multiple use, 
multiple speakers

Cost Time/materials for presentation
 
Lunch costs

Filing fee to BSI

Type Stone 101 & T our 

Components BSI Consultant presentation, 
BSI member company hosts plant/facility tours

Responsibility BSI of�ce, BSI consultant and BSI member company

Bene�ts Classroom presentation is prepared by BSI.

Member company is only responsible for the “on 
site” program  execution.

Cost Consultant fee

Onsite expenses associated with tours, 
demonstrations, refreshments

Filing fee to BSI

Type Company Speci�c Program 

Components Can include presentations, tours, demonstrations

Responsibility All components are responsibility of host company

Bene�ts Topics can be chosen by host company, 
any presentations developed can be repeated in 
other settings, such as a Lunch & Learn

Cost Determined and paid for by host company

Filing fee to BSI

NSC ENVIRONMENTAL BENCHMARKING STUDY UPDATE 
cONtiNUed FROM PG. 5



M S international, Inc. (MSI), importer and distributor of natural stone, announced that it has opened a new distribution center in Houston, Texas. The facility is 
expected to be fully operational beginning June 1st, 2008. The state-of-the-art, 180,000 square foot distribution center and showroom located on over 12 acres 
will be one of the largest natural stone facilities in the country.  

This new distribution center in addition to one in Dallas, will allow MSI to signi�cantly broaden its inventory of natural stone, porcelain, ceramic and quartz 
surfaces and better serve its customers in the Southwest region.  The new facility adds to MSI’s national reach with distribution centers across the country.  
More information on MSI can be found on the web at www.msistone.com.

June, 18th 
DES - Limestone, 
Bloomington, IN

August  27th
DES - Sandstone
Scottsdale, AZ 

BSI FALL STUDY TOUR
 September 14th - 17th

Richmond, VA

2009 ANNUAL CONVENTION
 February 1st - 5th

Rio Mar Resort, Puerto Rico

 ROCKSMART, LLC 
Aurora, CO

Main Contact: Jesse Alexander 

	 BSI members interested in attending the DES – Limestone in Indiana should watch the mail 
and the BSI website for registration information.
Sponsored in conjunction with the Indiana Limestone institute, this day long program includes 
classroom presentations and visits to both Bybee Stone and Indiana Limestone Company.
	 The program cost is $175.00 for all BSI and ILI members and includes program materials, 
lunch and transportation to all sites.  AIA members will  receive  5 LU (HSW)
BSI members will receive reminder cards in the mail and registration information will be available 
on the BSI website by May 15th.   Due to the course content, enrollment is limited.

COURsE AGENdA
8:00am - 8:30pm:	 Check in and Continental Breakfast
			   Courtyard Marriott, Bloomington, IN

8:30am - 9:30am:	 Quarrying and Fabrication – George James, Indiana Limestone Company
			   In this overview session, participants will learn the processes  
			   involved in extracting stone from the ground in order for it to be 
			   cut and fabricated for architectural use.  Participants will also
 			   learn the processes involved in fabrication of stone including the
			   bidding and shop drawing components.  

9:30am:		  Buses Board for Bybee Stone, Ellettsville, IN. 

10:00am:		 Arrive at Bybee Stone Company.  
			   Tour this 50,000 square foot enclosed mill. With equipment 
			   capable of producing circle planning (up to 200 foot radius) 
			   16-foot paneling and a lathe machine Bybee has fabricated pieces
			   used for new construction and restorations around the world.

11:15am:		 Depart for Indiana Limestone Company, Bedford, IN 

11:45am - 1:45pm:	Tour of Indiana Limestone Company and Lunch Participants will be touring
		  the Empire Quarry in Oolitic, Indiana. 

2:00pm:		  Board Buses back to Marriott

2:45pm - 3:45pm:	 The Green Value of Stone – Fred Jackson, Estudio Group, Austin, TX
			   In this session participants will be able to identify how stone �ts
			   into the LEED scoring systems and ways in which stone can be 
			   used and counted to maximize your LEED points.

3:45pm - 4:45pm:	 Common Problems and Solutions – Jim Owens, Executive Director, Indiana
			   Limestone Institute, Bedford, Indiana. – During this session 
			   participants willidentify some common problems associated with
			   the use of Limestone and identify ways to avoid them.  Bring your
			   questions, and let’s �nd a solution that will work for you.

2008 CALENdAR Of EVENTs

INDUSTRY EVENTS
April 29th - May 2nd

Coverings, 
Orlando, FL

May 15th - 17th
AIA National Convention 

Boston, MA

October 15th - 18th 
StonExpo, 

Las Vegas, NV

November 19th - 21st
U.S. Green Build, 

Boston, MA

BSI 2008 MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY UPDATE

4

DES – LiMEsTONE SChEdULEd fOR JUNE 18, 2008

Insert as Page 30-A

FLETCHER GRANITE COMPANY, LLC.
534 Groton Road
Westford, MA  01886

Phone:  (978) 251-4031	 Fax:  (978) 251-8773
Website:  www.fletchergranite.com	 E-Mail:  info@fletchergranite.com

Primary Contact:  Diane Tomassetti

Quarrier and Fabricator. Owns and operates 11 quarries producing Addison Black, Chelmsford, Milford Pink, Deer Isle®, Jonesboro 
Red, Englishman Bay, Madison Pink, Mason, Kitledge Grey, Tapestry, and Silver Cloud Imperial. Fabricating plant at Westford, MA. 
Produces a full line of Granite cut stone, curbing and landscape products. Specializing in material over 3/4” thick.

Insert as Page 66-A

ROCKSMART, LLC
15370 Smith Road, Unit C
Aurora, CO  80011

Phone:  (303) 326-0400	 Fax:  (303-326-0403
Website:  rocksmart.com	 E-Mail:  jalexander@rocksmart.com

Primary Contact:  Jesse Alexander

Stone fabrication equipent manufacturer.

BSI WELCOMEs iTs NEwEsT MEMbERs
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NSC ENVIRONMENTAL BENCHMARKING STUDY UPDATE
OVERVIEW
In 2007, the Natural Stone Council (NSC) Sustainability Committee engaged in a partnership with the Center for Clean Products (CCP) to assess current industry 
operations relating to dimensional stone production.  This year’s effort culminated in the development and initial analysis of the most comprehensive survey to 
date of the natural stone industry’s practices.  With this baseline of data, the industry now has the foundation upon which to base factual and robust research 
on the life-cycle comparisons of stone to other architectural products, as well as areas of likely best practices for the industry to promote further environmental 
improvements. In effect, this venture has launched the natural stone’s journey to the doors of the green building market.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Over the last year, the CCP has worked closely with the Sustainability Committee of the NSC to establish environmental benchmarks for key operations 
throughout the Natural Stone industry.  Environmental benchmarking is the process through which an industry evaluates the environmental, human health, and 
performance aspects of their operations in relation to best practice.
Continued on Pg. 7

M S INTERNATiONAL, INC. OpENs STATE-Of-ThE-ART DisTRibUTiON CENTER iN HOUsTON
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MOROsCO  DiRECTs  STONEFEsT’08
Alexandra Morosco, Morosco Fine Arts, is serving as Director of StoneFest’08. The theme of the event is Building Bridges. The event, which runs 
SEPTEMBER 17-20, 2008 at the Marenakos Rock Center in Issaquah, Washington is the Fourth Annual gathering of craftspeople whose passion is 
STONE. This educational venue offers a unique experience for the stonemason, the carver, architect, landscape designer, or simply those who love 
to work (and play) with stone. Stellar teams of professionals from the natural stone industry create hands-on learning projects, short presentations, 
demonstrations and audio/visual talks and discussion forums. 2008 Instructors Include:

BSI Member, Richard Rhodes, Rhodes Architectural Stone, Seattle, Washington will give three AIA Accredited Lectures on Stone Speci�cation, The 
Sacred Rules of Freemasonry, and The Grain of Stone: Implications for Design and Fabrication.

Visit   www.Stonefest.org  for a downloadable pdf registration form.

62008 Annual Convention Platinum LeveL Sponsor

	 On May 22nd, the Senate decided to strip the Mikulski H-2B �x from 
the War Funding bill. This means that any hope for the extension of the 
returning worker exemption before the coming autumn now appears to be 
over.
	 Proponents of the bill in the House and Senate have offered 
assurances that, despite this setback, they have already begun looking 
for the next opportunity to get our Bill passed.  In the meantime, the 
U.S. Department of Labor has proposed new rules that will signi�cantly 
change the H-2B visa application process. The proposed changes cover 
many aspects of the H-2B application process including the moving of 
�ling from state workforce agencies to the National Processing Centers, 
new requirements for employers to report on the status of their H-2B 
employees, increased recordkeeping of the recruitment process for 
each H-2B position, and new wage determinations, among many other 
changes.

	 The Department of Labor has invited the public to review the 
proposed regulations and to submit comments on them.  The deadline 
for these comments is July 7, 2008.  Those comments can be sent via 
the Federal e-Rulemaking Portal, www.regulations.gov, at  http://www.
regulations.gov/fdmspublic/component/main?main=DocumentDetail&o=
09000064805f8475.
	 We thank you for support of our efforts to date. Going forward, a 
new effort will continue to need support from BSI members and we will 
keep you informed as to how you can help in this effort.  Remember, this is 
not an immigration issue but a small business issue with a domino affect. 
Continue to visit the www.savesmallbuiness.org web site for updates.
	 Planning to attend the BSI Fall Study Tour in Richmond, VA September 
14th-17th? The Legislative Committee is investigating the possibility of a 
“Hill Visit” September 18th to show our support for the next go-around on 
the H-2B issue. Watch for details.

H-2B fix STRippEd fROM ThE WAR FUNdiNG biLL
Bernard Buster, Chair BSI Legislative Committee

Engineered and Built to Last!

1-800-350-9313
www.ceejaytool.com

Since 1950, Cee-Jay Tool Company has been building the finest stone 
splitting machines in the industry. Designed to be easy to operate, simple 
to maintain and backed by a company with experience and knowledge. 
Whether you work as a field mason, operate a full-scale stone quarry or 
somewhere in between, we’ve got the right machine for your work. Call 
today to arrange a demonstration and learn more about our complete 
line of machines sure to improve your bottom line.

Then and Now.

5100 Boyd Lake Avenue, Loveland, Colorado  80538  info@ceejaytool.com

Stone Mason 
Mobile M50

Stone Mason 
Stationary HDS70

Chris Cutter
Series

2008 NEWSLETTER Sponsor

BSI FALL STUdy TOUR - SEpT. 14 -17, 2008 - RiChMONd, ViRGiNiA
	 Make plans now to attend the 2008 BSI Fall Study Tour. This year’s event,  September 14-17, will showcase 
some of our industries’ �nest �nished works and business practices.
	 Centrally located in the heart of downtown Richmond, The Jefferson Hotel – our setting for lodging, 
meetings and social events -  is just blocks from the state capital, historic Shockoe Slip, Carytown, and Virginia 
Commonwealth University. All of Richmond’s most popular shopping, entertainment venues, museums and 
restaurants can be reached using the hotel’s complimentary transportation. 
	 An addition to this year’s event is the inclusion of area architects and landscape architects as participants 
in the Tuesday (accredited) program and the evening’s reception.
	 Registration information for the study tour will be available in mid-June.  BSI members will receive a 
printed registration brochure and also be able to access information on line. Be sure to register EARLY as participation is limited to 100 participants.

MASONRY LETTER CUTTING  &
ARCHITECTURAL CARVING

SCULPTURE TOOLS OF THE TRADE

•	 Patrick McAfee, 
                  Dublin, Ireland
•	 Bobby Watt, 
                  Ottawa, Canada

•	 Karin Sprague, 
                  Rhode Island  
•	 Peter Atilla Andrusko,            
                  Portland, Oregon, 
•	 British letter cutter 
                  Nathen Blackwell,
•	 Keith Phillips, 
                  Tenino, Washington

•	 John Fisher , 
          Pietrasanta, Italy/California  
•	 Sabah Al-Dhaher , 
          Iraq / Seattle, Washington
•	 David Miller,  
          Eugene, Oregon
•	 Alexandra Morosco , 
          Whidbey Island, Washington

•	 TROW and HOLDEN 
        (BSI Member Company)
        Randy Potter 
                Barre, Vermont
•	 A Cut Above 
        Distributing Company, 
                 Van Nuys, California

	 On May 28th 1978, Vic Green started working from an old metal 
building and the living room of his home.  Deciding it was time to move up 
in the world, he drove his old Chevy to the bank and was able to borrow 
$500.00 on it.  He made the �rst month’s lease payment on an of�ce 
and warehouse space, bought used of�ce furniture, rented a typewriter 
(“which was almost repossessed several times”) and declared himself “in 
business”.  Unfortunately, within two weeks the building was determined 
to be unsuitable and he had to �nd another location. 
	
	 He exhibited at his �rst trade show in Cincinnati, OH, with virtually 
all the inventory in a 10 x 10 booth, which delayed shipment of any 
purchased materials until the show was over.
	
	 Over the years, he’s faced many business challenges including 
disgruntled employees who vowed that they would put him into bankruptcy 
and witnessed several competitors who have sold to investment groups. 
But VIC International is still here and Green retains 100% ownership of 
the company.  
	
	 “Recently, I saw something on TV about companies that have 
experienced dif�cult times in their history and survived.” Green recalled.  
“They were called “companies of Destiny”.  VIC International is a Company 

of Destiny.  We are a very innovative company having developed a long 
lists of “�rsts” in the industry, such as �rst catalog, �rst newspaper, 
and introducing the concept of natural stone �oor restoration and 
maintenance.”
	
	 In 2007, Green was awarded the Vince Miglorie Lifetime Achievement 
Award recognizing him as a pioneer in the industry. He credits his good, 
dedicated employees, loyal customers and banks who trusted him plus his 
family who supported him including his two children who work side-by-
side with him in the business.
	
	 VIC continues aggressively ahead in today’s tough market, streamlining 
its operations considerably and offering extremely competitive pricing. At 
COVERINGS 2008 they introduced their new web site, www.buyVIC.com. 
“Our 30th birthday might be behind us,” Green stated. “but we are looking 
forward to 30 more.”

VIC INTERNATiONAL CELEbRATEs 30 YEARs iN ThE NATURAL STONE INdUsTRy

BSI was sorry to hear of the passing of Micky Scott, longtime employee of Chesshir Stone and Rock Supply of Dallas, 
Texas who passed away May 26, 2008 after a lengthy illness.  "His time and service here at Chesshir Stone help build it 

into what it is today.,” Glen Chesshir shared. “We will all miss him a great deal".




